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THE 40TH ANNUAL SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO DAIRY SYMPOSIUM

The South Western Ontario Dairy Symposium is organized by Dairy Farmers of Ontario through its Dairy
Producer Committees in Essex-Kent, Lambton, Middlesex, Elgin, Huron, Perth, Oxford, Waterloo,
Wellington, Brant, Norfolk, Wentworth, Haldimand, and Niagara Counties, in cooperation with the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness.

Our committee is made up of the following people on behalf of their DPC Committees:

Brant County Chris Vandenberg
Huron County Lieven Verschaeve
Oxford County Steven Veldman (Chair)

Anita Heeg, Jack Danen

Perth County Jamie Beaumont

Wellington County Brett Shantz

Wentworth County Ben Loewith

Dairy Farmers of Ontario Pete Overdevest, Vicky Morrison
Dairy at Guelph Stephen LeBlanc

Food From Our Farms Jack Rodenburg

Coordinator

Event Coordinator Jane Danen
Email: southwestdairysymposium@gmail.com
Phone: 519-655-2865

Technical Coordinator Brian Lang
Program Coordinator Angie Wilson - OMAFA
Proceedings Coordinator Lisa Russell - OMAFA

Dairy producer representatives from each Southwestern Ontario County
are encouraged to join the SWODS committee! Want to help plan the
41st edition for 2026? Contact the SWODS Event Coordinator and join!
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Have a question for a speaker? Join us at www.slido.com
Ask on Slido* or scan the QR code here
Enter Code: #SWODS25

HIGHLAND PACKERS
& ' WEBUTCHER: —

FRESH VEAL .;__!:.-I_Iﬂiisni-nnu il g_fi _fméﬂlnnn

®, |
%™ [RESH MERT NATURALLY SWOKED MEATS, SAUSAGE MAKING SUPPLIES
" SPECIALTY CUTS, OFFAL WHOLE BBO PIGS & SPIT RENTALS

RETAIL & WHOLESALE

WWW.HIGHLANDPACKERS.COM
432 HIGHLAND RD EAST, STONEY CREEK, ON LB) 364 - TEL: 905-662-8386

Scotiabank.
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PROGRAM

20.02.2025 | 9AM-4PM

9:00am Exhibits Open - Registration and Coffee

10:05am Welcome - Steve Veldman, SWODS Chair

Speaker Topic: To be Announced

10:15am Speaker: To be Announced
10:40 Winter Triticale Forage: The Quiet Crop with a Big Impact
:40am Tom Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems LLC.
Artificial Intelligence on Dairy Farms: Friend or Foe?
11:30am . .
Dr. David Kelton, University of Guelph
12:00 Foods From Our Farms
-00am Jack Rodenburg, SWODS Committee
12:15pm Lunch - Featuring Foods From Our Farms
1:45pm Speak Your Mind - DFO Representative
2:00pm Understanding the New Ontario Building Code: Key Changes for Dairy Producers

Tyler Griffith P. Eng, Tacoma Engineers

Producer Panel: Innovations Driving Sustainability on Dairy Farms
2:30pm Steve Veldman - Velrob Farms Ltd., Korb Whale - Clovermead Farms and Mapleton’s
Organic Dairy, Dan Breen - Breen Acres Family Farm Inc.

4:00pm Exhibits Close

Let us know how your day is going!

Follow, tweet, and post using the hashtag #SWODS2025 0 X
Find us @SWODSdairy on:

4 #SWODS2025
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A Chance 1o Win Tickels

March 13th in Toronto
2 Tickets: Section 103 Row 23 Seats 11 & 12

CELEBRATING THE

SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO
DAIRY SYMPOSIUM

February 20, 2025
at the Woodstock Fairgrounds

Compliments Of
4
East&en
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Agriculture Financial Services
That Help Farms and
Agri-Businesses Thrive

Libro Credit Union is a full-service financial institution,
with an expert agricultural and commercial team to
meet all your banking, borrowing and investing needs.
We’re proud of our history of supporting farmers and
agri-businesses in this community for over 80 years.

Contact Libro today to learn more
about how you can plan, manage,

and grow your farm or business. .
Libro

Iibro.ca/ag CREDIT UNION
1-800-361-8222 Let's make money better.

Operating Accounts - Equipment Loans - Lines of Credit - Agrilnvest - Investments

g Sustainable innovation

519-320-0902

WWW.AGRI.BIORET-CORP.COM

Labour Efficient and Cow Friendly Barn
Design by
Jack Rodenburg and Harold House

519-290-7194 (Jack)
519-524-8087 (Harold)

Include Holstein Canada in
your management strategy

Registration

Classification

Combining all three services will help you
achieve optimal results for your herd

www halstein ca

et i
CLARIFIDE.

AT HOLSTEIN CAMAD A

Toan® and Cladfide® am sgransiad trada Madks of Toans arins hos i . @ 2002 Toats Samioss LLC. AN Bgies Meamad .
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A
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VNAWGVNE -KingFisher

varieties that maximize digestibility per acre.

1.800.265.7863 | www.GroberNutrition.com The higher the digestibility, the more energy
you get pouring into your cows!

We pair excellent agronomics and yield, with
highly digestible fibre and starch, making a
corn silage lineup that fuels livestock

performance year after year.

KingFisher and Red Tail again won Grand
Champion in the Standard Corn Silage
competfition at the 2024 World Forage Analysis
Superbowl.

From 77 day to 118 day, our corn hybrids push
high yields and excellent quality, suitable for
just about any growing zone or farm!

B REDYAN,

X @ _I; Call to discuss the best options for your farm
(226)741-0561 or email dwayne @choiceseeds.ca

30 years of

STONECREST Agricultural

ENGINEERING INC. Engineering
EST. 1995 Experience

Helping Farmers

Kindred has 60 years of agricultural banking
experience. We understand your needs! Many of our
Account Managers have personal farm experience.

Kindred has experience with:
Agricultural credit, wealth and investing,
and succession planning;
Dairy financing — quota, barn construction,
equipment; and
Primary production to agri-business and more.

Agriculture
Residential
Commercial
BioGas

You can have peace of mind knowing we have your
best interests at heart. Meet with a member of our
Agricultural Business Banking Team today.

66 Woodstock St N, Unit 201 Find us on

Tavistock, ON, NOB 2RO Social Media Kl N DRED MEMBER OWNED
. Phone: 519-625-8025 £ - Credit Union | SINCE 1964
info@stonecrestengineering.com i -
www.stonecrestengineering.com @StonecrestEngineering www.kindredcu.com | 1.888.672.6728
THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
#SWODS2025
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TOM KILCER, CCA
Advanced Ag Systems LLC.

Tom Kilcer grew up on a dairy farm in Columbia
County, New York. He earned an Associate of
Applied Science (AAS) in Agronomy from SUNY
Cobleskill and a Bachelor of Science (BS) in
Fisheries Science from Cornell, and worked on
environmental impact studies for Peach Bottom and
Indian Point Nuclear plants. In 1976, he obtained a
second BS in Agronomy from lowa State. For 33

years, he was the multi-county Field Crop and Soils
Educator; and Program Leader for Agriculture at
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Rensselaer County, NY.

In 2009, Tom made the move from Extension to private consulting,
conducting forage research and education in close cooperation with
University and Extension specialists and private companies. Much of Tom's
effort is to develop alternative crops, rotations, and harvest systems to
support high-forage dairy diets that enable Northeast farms to compete
nationally and globally. This work carries on with his move to Tennessee
and the University there. His efforts continue to improve agriculture by
sending a free electronic newsletter to over 1000 Certified Crop Advisor
(CCA) advisors, agribusiness, and farmers in the northeast and has articles
in numerous dairy/field crop agriculture magazines. Hundreds of seminars
on his forage crops research have been presented across the US, in Canada
and Europe, and on YouTube.

Winter Triticale Forage: The Quiet Crop with a Big Impact
Tom Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems LLC.

Winter forages are rapidly becoming the most widely grown crops in the
US and Canada. Farmers have found that these high-yield, high-quality
forages sustain profitable milk production and components. In areas with
intense land competition, winter triticale/shorter-season corn has become
the most profitable rotation.

10 #SWODS2025
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One benefit that is not immediately apparent to growers is the positive impact
on soil and subsequent corn crops. Winter forages are excellent at capturing
nutrients that are often lost over the winter. When properly grown, they
prevent erosion, which enhances profitability. Additionally, soil porosity and
rainfall absorption are improved. Areas that previously faced feed shortages
now have a surplus.

This year, in regions with heavy soils and excessive rain, the difference
between corn grown on winter-bare ground and corn grown on harvested
winter triticale was apparent. From the truck seat, it was clear that corn
growing on winter triticale stubble was taller and more uniform.

This seminar covers the comprehensive management package for winter
forages (triticale), from planting through ensiling and feeding. It is based on 30
years of research, which has more than doubled the yields that farms used to
achieve.

NOTES
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NOTES
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Congratulations on your
40th Annual
South Western Ontario
Dairy Symposium

Alco Energy Canada (formerly IGPC Ethanol)
is a proud partner in supplying corn distillers co products.

You want the best for

your herd, and so do we.

The cows are laying down consisten

Jason & Rebecca Streutker

o%u:c:

| We're here e} he'p you [=::13 WP.M“!.DFOI’T‘IE![‘I ne.com
sustainable pionssers | Canada : e 1

find the right comfort & sales@promat
Colin Cavell - Commercial Feed Sales Manager solution for your herd. 3

519-994-1711 » ccavell@alcoenergycanada.com o Dromar_lmc-

Meet our Agriculture Services Specialists

We know that farming is more than a business - it's a way of life. We are
committed to serving Canada’s farm communities by providing flexible
financial solutions that let you get on with the business of farming. We’'ll
take the time necessary to understand your unique needs. Together we can
meet today’s challenges and anticipate tomorrow’s opportunities.

7

Kawa

rtha

v Made with fresh milk and fresh cream right
from Ontario farms

; ; . Deanna Ringelberg Rob Musselman
v/ Rich and creamy, premium dairy products, L Relationship Manager Sr. Relationship Manager
still made the traditional way (226) 388-4006 (226) 921-4629
“,' ;*& Deanna.Ringelberg@td.com Rob.musselman@td.com
v Family owned and operated since 1937 S’

Thank you to the Ontario Dairy Producers
for your high quality milk!

Sarah Mclintosh
Account Manager

(226) 899-0444
Sarah.MclIntosh@td.com

E oryou |
far you

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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www.wfs.ca
519-669-5143 1-800-265-8858

000®

.
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519-537-5105
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IMPROVE YOUR FARM’S WATER QUALITY - JUST A

PHONE CALL AWAY!

Water Treatment

Water Softeners Iron Filters Reverse Osmosis

Hydrogen Peroxide Systems

Oxidizes Iron & Sulphur Adds Oxygen to Water

Oxyblast Systems

Health Benefits Better Production Reduce Antibiotics

Mezutizer
Improve Livestock Health Remaove Sulphur Taste Correct Well Water

Knowledge. Clarity. Action.

UTe.

Together, we can grow your fut:

BNG pairs experience and education to provide you
with the tools to grow your farm business.

BOSSY NAGY
| GROUP

Chartered Professional Accountants

1-888-522-2231
BNG-CPA.CA

éng
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s
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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DR. DAVID KELTON
University of Guelph

David Kelton is Professor Emeritus at the University
of Guelph. He retired as Professor of Veterinary
Epidemiology in 2023 and held the Dairy Farmers of
Ontario Dairy Cattle Health Research Chair at the
University of Guelph for the last 10 years of his

=

career. He is a founding member of the Canadian
Mastitis Network and Dairy at Guelph, a Past- | ’
President of the National Mastitis Council, and the { |
\

Chair of the International Dairy Federation Standing

Committee on Animal Health and Welfare. He has co-authored more than
320 manuscripts focused on infectious disease surveillance and control,
and dairy cattle welfare. His recent work has focused on antimicrobial use
and resistance, using a One Health approach that embraces
transdisciplinary collaboration.

Artificial Intelligence on Dairy Farms: Friend or Foe?
Dr. David Kelton, University of Guelph

The Ontario Dairy Research Centre at the University of Guelph is a modern
dairy farm milking just over 200 Holstein cows in an environment with a broad
range of automated systems equipped with various sensor technologies. These
systems generate approximately 600,000 individual pieces of data every
month, or about 100 individual data elements per cow per day. As farmers and
farm advisors we are barely scratching the surface in terms of our ability to
efficiently and effectively make use of these data to inform better
management decisions. The obvious path forward includes continuing to
incorporate tools such as artificial intelligence (the other Al) on dairy farms.
While there are many challenges that remain to be overcome, there are some
clear and exciting opportunities as well.

As a demonstration of the power of Al, | asked ChatGPT the following question:
What are the advantages and disadvantages of applying Al on Canadian dairy
farms?

#SWODS2025 15
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ChatGPT said (the following is copied directly from the output on the
ChatGPT interactive site):

‘Applying Al on Canadian dairy farms offers several advantages and
disadvantages:

Advantages:

1. Improved Efficiency:

e Automation of tasks: Al can automate repetitive tasks, such as
milking, feeding, and monitoring cows. This increases labor efficiency,
freeing up farmers to focus on other tasks.

e Optimal feed management: Al systems can analyze data to optimize
feed rations, improving cow health and milk production, while reducing
waste.

2. Increased Productivity:

e Enhanced milk yield: Al-driven systems can monitor cow health, predict
the best time for milking, and optimize milk production. This can lead to
higher yields per cow.

e Precision breeding: Al can aid in identifying the best genetic traits for
breeding, improving herd genetics and overall productivity over
generations.

3. Better Health Monitoring:

e Early disease detection: Al-powered sensors and wearables can detect
early signs of illness or stress in cows, allowing farmers to take
preventative measures and minimize veterinary costs.

e Monitoring cow behavior: Al can track behavioral patterns, helping to
identify when a cow is in heat or showing signs of discomfort, ensuring
timely intervention.

4. Cost Savings:
e Labor savings: With automated milking and feeding, fewer human
workers are needed, reducing labor costs.
e Efficiency in resource use: Al can help optimize water, feed, and energy
usage, reducing operational costs and increasing farm profitability.

16 #SWODS2025
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5. Sustainability:

e Environmental impact: Al can optimize resource usage and reduce
waste, contributing to more sustainable farming practices, such as
reducing the carbon footprint and improving waste management.

Disadvantages:

1. High Initial Costs:

e The cost of purchasing and implementing Al technology can be
prohibitively expensive for smaller farms. The upfront investment in
smart sensors, robotics, and software may not be feasible for all dairy
farmers.

2. Complexity and Maintenance:

e Al systems require technical expertise for installation, monitoring, and
maintenance. Farmers may need specialized training to operate and
troubleshoot these systems, which can be a barrier, especially in rural
areas with limited access to tech support.

3. Dependence on Technology:

e Over-reliance on Al and automation could lead to challenges if
technology malfunctions or fails. In rural areas with limited internet
connectivity or infrastructure, system downtime could severely disrupt
farm operations.

4. Data Privacy and Security:

e Al systems collect and process large amounts of data about cows and
farm operations. There could be concerns about data security and
privacy, particularly if sensitive data is vulnerable to cyber-attacks or
misuse.

5. Potential Job Displacement:

e The automation of certain tasks, such as milking or monitoring cow
health, could reduce the need for human labor on farms, leading to job
losses in rural communities that rely on agricultural work.

#SWODS2025 17
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6. Integration Challenges:

e Implementing Al systems on existing farms may require significant
changes to farm infrastructure. Older farms may struggle to integrate
new technologies seamlessly, and retrofitting existing equipment can be
costly.

Conclusion:

While Al holds the potential to revolutionize the Canadian dairy farming
industry by enhancing efficiency, increasing productivity, and promoting
sustainability, the challenges associated with high costs, technical
complexity, and reliance on technology need to be carefully considered.
For smaller or resource constrained farms, the transition may require
external support, such as government incentives or partnerships with
technology providers.”

Not bad... | might use this in my presentation!

NOTES

18 #SWODS2025
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Your Hoof Care
Solution Provider!

Your Livestock Hygiene, Water & Equipment Specialists
1-866-527-6229 | farmersdepot.ca

FEED TO MILK is here to provide you with exceptional and
independent dairy nutrition and production consultancy.

CONSULTING TARGETS
> PROFITABILITY
> COMPONENTS
> TRANSITION PERIOD
> [MPROVED HERD HEALTH
> LOWER FEED COSTS

odbye To Average And Hello To Extraordinary! Choose Feed
Milk For A Dairy Enterprise That Stands Out From The Herd.
Contact Us Today

www.feedtomilk.com

FORTIFIERS

Nutrition that

maximizes your herd
health & ROI.

Advanced Animal Nutrition for Improved Human Health
1-877-625-4400 | grandvalley.com

THAT TAKES YOUR FARM FURTHER

To learn more, visit: syngenta.ca/enogen
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TYLER GRIFFITH, P. Eng.
Tacoma Engineers

Tyler is a senior structural engineer at Tacoma
Engineers in Guelph, Ontario. Tyler has experience
with a wide variety of project types and a wide
variety of construction materials including wood,
steel, concrete, and masonry. He is an expert in
wood frame construction including agricultural farm
buildings and commercial structures. Tyler has sat
on the Board of Directors for the Canadian Farm
Builders Association (CFBA) since 2018 and

has been President of the CFBA since 2022. Tyler has been heavily involved
in the current updates to the Farm Building Code since 2020.

Understanding the New Ontario Building Code: Key Changes for

Dairy Producers
Tyler Griffith, P. Eng.

Constructing a new farm building can be a large undertaking so it is important
to get it right the first time. This presentation will provide an overview of the
latest changes to the Ontario Building Code and their implications for dairy
producers.

The National Farm Building Code of Canada (NFBCC) was established in 1995
and was adopted into the Ontario Building Code (OBC) in 1997. Since 1995, the
farm building code hasn't been keeping up with the requirements of the
modern farming industry. With the aging Farm Building Code, there were
concerns about provinces and design professionals losing confidence in the
existing code.

In 2006, lobbying started to develop the new farm code. In 2020, an update
was made to the National Building Code (NBC), which now included a new
section called Part 2. NBC 2020 Part 2 is now for the design of large farm
buildings. Large farm buildings have building areas greater than 60om?=.

29 #SWODS2025
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In an effort for Ontario to harmonize with the NBC 2020, the OBC was updated
in 2024. The OBC 2024 is now in effect as of January 1st, 2025. All large farm
buildings in Ontario must conform to the OBC 2024 and designers may no
longer reference the existing NFBCC 1995.

The OBC 2024 Part 2 has a focus on life and occupant safety. Farm buildings
are now classified as Group G, Agricultural occupancies with Divisions 1, 2, 3
and 4 noted below.

G1 - High Hazard (Dairy facility with below barn manure storage)
G2

All other farm buildings (Dairy facility without below barn
manure storage)

G3
G4

Greenhouses

No human occupancy (Grain bins, horizontal or vertical silos)

Structural design for large farm buildings has some very significant changes.
Climatic data used in determining the snow and wind loads are now being
referenced from the new OBC 2024. Previously this was referenced from the
existing OBC 1997. This change creates an increase in the design snow load of
up to 15% (+/-) and an increase in the design wind loads of up to 45% (+/-).
This has a significant impact on the cost of the building structure. Along with
an increase in the snow and wind loads, there is now a requirement to
complete a Seismic screening to determine if a seismic analysis and design is
required. Previously all farm buildings were exempt from seismic analysis.

Since some dairy facilities have below-floor manure storage, these buildings
become a Gi1 high-hazard agricultural farm building. These buildings now
require provisions for ventilation systems designhed to OBC Part 6 to control
the risk of toxic and explosive gas accumulating within the building.
Ventilation systems for buildings with below-barn manure storages will
require minimum of 2 air exchanges per hour.

The existing building code required single-story buildings to be limited to
4800m? in building area. This means if the building was greater than 4800m*® a
fire separation would be required. A benefit of the new farm code is that

#SWODS2025 23
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most single-storey farm buildings can now have unlimited area with no fire
separations. This allows for more flexibility when designing the use of the
building, especially large dairy facilities.

Additional considerations have been added for fire department access to the
farm buildings. Access is to be by means of a street, private roadway or yard.
Access needs to account for the connection to public roads and the weight of
the firefighting equipment. Previously no requirements were present for fire
department access.

In general, the cost to build a new farm building in Ontario is going to
increase due to the changes in the new Ontario Building code. Be prepared
for these increases to be between 10%-30% of the overall building cost (this is
an estimate for informational purposes only).

NOTES
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YOUR HYDROXYL-0 SUPPLICR

Poermvan-Murray 1o,

ASK US HOW WE CAN MAXIMIZE THE
QUALITY OF YOUR FARM’'S WATER

SPECIALIZING IN BIOLOGICALLY
SUPPORTIVE WATER TREATMENT
TECHNOLOGIES

CUSTOMIZED SYSTEMS TO SUIT
EVERY OPERATION

519 440 8929
Jjordan@poelmanmurray.com

For
Better
Nutrition

KENPAL

FARM PRODUCTS INC

Robot Pellets & Complete Rations /"4,
Vitamin/Mineral Premix & EL{TEL[{“
Supplements

Lacta-Fat™ liquid fat
STARTIline® including
drySTART® (drying agent
for livestock & poultry facilities)
International Stock Food (ISF)
Silo Guard®ll Forage Additive
(dry and liquid)

Providing Products to the Livestock Industry since 1983
HACCP Certified since 1999 (First in Canada)
Family owned company doing business with family principles

0 69819 London Rd, RR #1, Centralia, Ontario, Canada NOM 1KO

HaccP Email kpalen@kenpal.on.ca - www.kenpal.on.ca

erg RiTs

Tel 519-228-6444 or 1-800-265-2904 - Fax 519-228-6560 'u

-
NMAPLEVIEW

AGRI LTD.

FUTURE PERFORMANCE STARTS TODAY.

Support the growth and vitality of your calves with high-quality,
nutritionally balanced and research backed milk replacer.
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PRECISION NUTRITION

Optimizing nutrition, improving profitability CANADIAN DAIRY XPO
p s — -
-‘ - LS ) 4
Where the science of I'IU"I'I;IO“
~ |N\meets accurate feeding : it -
ZUIVEL XPO

___| foriasustaindble foturel CANADESE

&

OO =)  NPRIL 2-3, 2025
Ul .58 Tickets online at Dairyxpo.ca

trouwnutrition.ca c frouw nU"'iﬂOn g

@ Nutreco company

® GROW YOUR FARM.
TI RECWT LOWER OPERATIONAL COSTS.
BOOST YOUR ROI. _g
Your Local WITH BRITESPAN'S CUSTOM ENGINEERED FABRIC BUILDINGS.

Farm Tire Experts!

Visit us at tirecraft.com
to find a dealer near you.

€ TREADRight

AGRICULTURAL TIRE INFLATION SYSTEM

Optimize Your Tire Performancg
Change your pressures
on the go!

B DISCOVER THE
N O 1-800-407-5846 BRITESPAN
Suitoiwa sysrems ine (& britespanbulldings.com DIFF
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KORB WHALE
Clovermead Farms and Mapleton’s Organic

Korb Whale is the owner of Clovermead Farms and
Mapleton's Organic Dairy in Wellington County
north of Guelph. The Whale family has embraced

the concept of sustainability for many years and

has incorporated many of these concepts into their
long-term strategic plan. Korb strongly believes
that using resources diligently and producing as

little waste as possible, will lead to greater
efficiencies on the farm and less negative

impacts on the environment. While striving for good genetics, high
production and superior health traits make for a strong resilient herd, using
water, manure and energy efficiently as well adds to the bottom line and
the resilience of the business. Korb's latest venture into ice cream making
has him working directly with customers, and trying to provide them with
what they want as well. There is a lot to learn in all aspects of our Dairy
Industry!

DAN BREEN
Breen Acres Family Farm Inc.

Dan Breen is the 4th generation to operate a dairy
and crop farm between London and Woodstock
along the 401. With the help of his family along the
way, now with the 5th generation, his daughter
Vanessa and her husband Ryan, the farm has grown
from 20kg to 140kg of quota currently being filled
by 80 cows and 100 to 1100 acres. Thirty-six

consecutive years of 100 percent no-till and 20
years of cover crops have given him some insights
into building resilient soils.
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STEVE VELDMAN
Velrob Farms Ltd.

Steve and his wife Carol started dairy farming in
1985 north of the village of Embro in Ontario. They
have one daughter, three sons and eight
grandchildren. Their goal from the start was always
to leave the farm and the environmental impact of
the farm in better condition for future generations
than they received it. Key initiatives have been to

protect their soils from all types of erosion and to
produce high-quality milk using Lless energy
resources.

Producer Panel: Innovations Driving Sustainability on Dairy Farms

Join three Ontario dairy producers as they share and discuss their innovative
approaches to sustainability on their farms, from integrating renewable energy
solutions and using bio-digesters to promoting soil health. Learn from their
experiences and discover how their practices contribute to sustainable dairy
farming.

NOTES
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Building
World-Class
Nutrition
With You

As a global leader in animal
nutrition, ADP
you to pro:

sustain

access to global learnings,
rk with you to

: e nutritional

performance and develop

solutions to drive success

today and tomorrow.

Your Edge.
Our Expertise.

Lethbridge, AB 403-320-2659
Saint-Hyacinthe, QC 450-773-7111
Woodstock, ON 519-539-2091
ADMAnimalNutrition.ca

o B

VELDALE

Quality Seedsd
¥ AB'M SLTp . %?E]AE m

4 f' e |
RS e a0 > VIEW

\vetoquinoL

ACHIEVE MORE TOGETHER

519-537-1139

veldalefarms.com | office@veldalefarms.com
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solvet

== Innovation by Request

In a world
of calcium boluses

One
Stands Out

Cal-Boost from Solvet is the
Canadian calcium bolus

It started with research requested by Canadian
veterinarians for the challenges their dairy herd
customers were facing.

It continued with research conducted in Quebec
demonstrating that the convenient administration
of 2 Cal-Boost boluses administered after calving
is absorbed quickly to help elevate calcium blood
levels when they need it.

Cal-Boost Features

The double application
of a waxy coating for
easy administration and
protection for the
esophagus from calcum

chloride.

When you support Cal-Boost, you are supporting new product and angoing research done in Canada

for the benefit of all Canadian dairy producers.

PHD“DLY 7226 107 A SE
To leam more about Solvet, go to solvet.ca Ppbet AI\]'JBHU'-‘
CANADIAN  sorc e e Galgary. Abera

B

—

H202Water

nyol roxvyl |

Purif Water, One Drop ata Time
For a Sustainable Tomorrow

Reduced pathogens

Balanced the gut microbiome

Milk quantity and quality improved

Improved birthing rates

h2o2water.com

Working together to build

a stronger community.

At South Easthope Mutual,
our policyholders are our
members. That's what keeps
us strong!

Your needs and your goals
are our priority. So when
you succeed, we succeed.

That's why after 150 years,
South Easthope Mutual is
still here for you - today and
tomorrow.

FARM HOME AUTO BUSINESS

SOUTH
EASTHOPE

MUTUAL INSURANCE

Working together for insurance that works.
1-800-263-9987 - www.southeasthope.com

-

MORE VISITS =
MORE MILK

FFM Robot Feeding Programs
Our high-energy robot pellets are available in 14%, 16% and 18%

crude protein options. With formulations focused on quality and
palatability, your cows will be lining up for the robot.

-~

Contact our ruminant specialists to learn how we can help with
your robot program.

e

519.669.5478 | 1.800.265.6126 | www.ffmitd.com | ffmsales@ffmitdcom FOR FARMERS
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EMBRO.ONT.NOJ1JO

Committed to Customer Service
V2  @atz) VeaNARM  westee=

Y
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Farm King

Dortmans Bros. Barn Equip. Inc.
2234 Egremont Dr. Strathroy ONN7G 3H6

1.800.265.3435
www.dortmansbros.com
Strathroy e Salford e Jarvis e Elmira ¢ Wellesley

It’s a Matter of Choice.

Where Every Sale is Backed By Service.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
#SWODS2025

SUPPORT YOUR

REQUIREMENTS

BYPASS SOYBEAN MEAL
SODIUM BUTYRATE
RP AMINO ACIDS

BETAFIN

DAIRY PRODUCTION

CATTLEYTICS

Forgetting some
tasks?

Simplify with the Moo To Do
Farm Task Management System!

See what tasks need to get done,
or those that can wait!

1. No More Buried Messages
2. Empower Your Team

3 Flexible Scheduling
4. End the Handwritten Chaos

=, “This system saves me at least an hour a day”
* Summit Station Dairy

STAFF SCHEDULING

Easy, integrated staff scheduling
to give your wall calendar a
break

www.cattleytics.com +1(519)444-4640
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IF ONLY DRY OFF
WAS THAT SIMPLE

Bovikalc® Dry helps your cows have a healthier dry
period and prepare for the next lactation cycle.

~

Boehringer
Ill IV Ingelheim

TAKE YOUR DAIRY OPERATION
TOTHE NEXTLEVELWITHA
WECOVER DAIRY BARN

1-B77-B49-9049 | wecovernet

WOODSTOCK FAIRGROUNDS

34

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
#SWODS2025




THE 40TH ANNUAL SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO DAIRY SYMPOSIUM
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Abate and Associates Inc.
www.abateandassociates.ca
226-750-8031

AgCareers.com
wWWwWw.agcareers.com
519-929-8975 X235

Agri-Plastics /7 Agri-Comfort
www.agri-plastics.net
905-945-3116

Avonbank Inc.
www.avonbank.ca
519-418-2507

BioFerScience Inc.
www.bioferscience.com

519-857-8053

Bobcat of Brantford
www.bobcatofbrantford.com

519-752-7900

Britespan Building Systems Inc.
www.britespanbuildings.com
1-800-407-5846

Burgessville Grain & Feed
www.burgessville.ca
519-424-2147

#SWODS2025

ABS Canada
www.absglobal.com/ca
1-888-785-7883

Agri Nutrient Solutions Inc.
www.agrinutrientsolutions.com
519-500-8871

AGRI-TRAC Inc.
www.agritraction.com
www.agritraction.ca
1-877-966-3546

B-W Feed & Supply
www.bwfeed.ca
1-800-267-8194

Bioret Agri
www.agri.bioret-corp.com
519-320-0902

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health

Canada Inc.
www.boehringercattle.ca

905-639-0333

Brodie Ag & Industrial Inc
www.brodie-ag.com

519-242-4147

Canadian Dairy XPO
www.dairyxpo.ca
519-265-8300
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Canarm AgSystems
wWWwWw.canarm.com
519-848-3910

CATTLEytics
www.cattleytics.com
519-444-4640

CiBC
www.CIBC.com
519-863-2016

Dairy Lane Systems
www.dairylane.ca
519-666-1404 x146

DairyLogix
www.dairylogix.com
519-290-7194 / 519-532-7194

DCL Nutrition & Animal Health
www.dcl.ag/en
450-773-0770

Dey's Equipment Centre Inc.
www.deysequipment.com
519-688-0605

EastGen
wWww.eastgen.ca
1-888-821-2150

36

Cattle Scan
www.cattlescan.ca
1-800-758-5294

Choice Seeds Inc.
www.kingfisherseed.com
226-741-0561

Country Mills Feed & Farm Store
www.countrymills.ca
519-461-1490

Dairy at Guelph
www.dairyatguelph.ca

519-824-4120 x54475

Davon Sales Inc.
www.davonsales.com
1-800-561-1706

DeDell Seeds Inc.
www.dedellseeds.com
519-264-2676

Dortmans Bros Barn Equipment
www.dortmans.ca
1-800-265-3435

Ecostrat Inc.
www.ecostratsawdust.com
416-986-8884 x239
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Farm Ontario
www.farmontario.com
519-670-5995

Farmers Depot
www.farmersdepot.ca
1-866-527-6229

Floradale Feed Mill Ltd.
www.ffmltd.com
1-800-265-6126

Gay Lea Foods
www.gayleafoods.com

Glacier FarmMedia
www.farmtario.com

519-240-7849

Grand Valley Fortifiers
www.grandvalley.com
1-877-625-4400

Halchemix Canada Inc.
www.halchemix.com
905-982-2781

Honeyland Ag Services
www.honeylandag.com
226-237-8485

#SWODS2025
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Farm Credit Canada
www.fcc-fac.ca/en
1-888-332-3301

Feed to Milk
www.feedtomilk.com

519-773-6455

Foerster-Technik N.A. Inc.
www.foerster-technik.com

519-239-9756

G.J's Harvest Centre Inc.
www.gjsharvestcentre.com
519-424-9374

Grand River Robotics
www.grrobotics.ca
226-383-7678

Grober Nutrition
www.grobernutrition.com
519-622-2500

Holstein Canada
www.holstein.ca
1-855-756-8300

Horizon Seeds Canada Inc.
www.horizonseeds.ca

519-842-5538
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Independent Dairy Nutrition
226-622-9611

Jones Feed Mills
www.jfm.ca
1-800-265-8735

Lactanet
www.lactanet.ca

800-549-4373

Libro Credit Union
www.libro.ca
1-800-361-8222

Mapleview Agri Ltd.
www.mapleviewagri.ca

519-638-3769

McFarlan Rowlands
Insurance Brokers
www.mcfr.ca

519-913-3137

National Bank of Canada
www.nbc.ca/business/banking/sect
ors/agribusiness

416-507-9158

New-Life Mills
www.newlifemills.com
800-463-1196

Jake's Welding Inc.
www.jakesweldinginc.com
519-468-3676

JRJ Enterprise
519-670-8210

Lamers Silos Ltd.
www.lamerssilos.ca

519-485-4578

Liquid Feeds Inc.
www.liquidfeeds.com
519-469-8160

Masterfeeds Canada
www.masterfeeds.com
519-685-4300

Nafico Distribution Inc.
www.nafico.ca

855-562-3426

Nature Feed Centre Inc.
www.naturefeedcentre.ca

519-424-2540

North Blenheim Mutual
Insurance Company
www.northblenheim.com

519-454-8661

#SWODS2025
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Norwell Dairy Systems OHS Feeding and Storage
www.norwelldairy.com www.ohsfeedingandstorage.com
519-638-3535 1-800-265-8303

Ontario Soil and Crop Oxford Cattle Company
Improvement Association (OSCIA) www.oxfordcattlecompany.com
www.ontariosoilcrop.org 519-788-1399

1-800-265-9751

Oxford County Federation of Parion Animal Nutrition
Agriculture wWwWw.parion.ca
www.oxfordag.ca 519-462-2222

519-964-8828

Partnar Animal Health Performance Dairy Centre Inc.
www.partnaranimalhealth.ca www.performancedairy.ca
1-866-690-4908 519-423-9119

PMT Inc. Poelman-Murray Ltd.
www.pmtgroup.com 519-440-8929

1-800-299-7904

Premier Equipment PrevTech Innovations Inc.

wWww.premierequipment.ca www.prevtech.ca/en

519-655-2200 1-888-224-0604

Progressive Dairy Operators Promat

www.pdo-ontario.ca wWwWw.promatinc.com

519-515-9956 519-456-2284

Protekta Purina

www.protekta.com wWwWWw.agripurina.ca

519-528-5822 519-539-8561
#SWODS2025
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Quality Seeds Ltd.
www.qualityseeds.ca
1-877-856-SEED (7333)

Reiter
wWwWw.reiter-respiro.com
519-709-3070

Silo King 7 Agri King Inc.
www.agriking.com
1-800-435-9560

Solvet
www.solvet.ca
1-877-456-2755

Speare Seeds
www.speareseeds.ca

519-338-3840

Stratford Farm Equipment
www.sfe-sales.com

519-423-6264

Syngenta
www.syngenta.ca/enogen
1-800-756-7333

The Hitching Post
www.thehitchingpost.ca
519-284-2360

40

RBC
wWWwWWw.rbc.com

Scotiabank
www.scotiabank.com

519-492-0438

Siloking Canada
www.silokingcanada.com
519-269-3300

South Easthope Mutual
Insurance Company
www.southeasthope.com
1-800-263-9987

Stanton Genetics Inc.
www.stantongenetics.com
519-666-0800

Sun-North Systems Ltd.
wWww.sunnorth.com

519-527-2470

TD Bank
www.td.com

Tirecraft Ontario Inc.
www.tirecraft.com

519-424-3402
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Trillium Mutual Insurance
www.trilliummutual.com

519-291-9300

Ukal Canada
www.ukalcanada.com
1-800-665-8389

Veal Farmers of Ontario
www.vealfarmers.ca
www.calfcare.ca

519-824-2942

Vetoquinol Canada
www.vetoquinol.ca/en

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd.

www.wfs.ca
1-800-265-8858 / 519-669-5143

Webstone Holsteins Ltd.
519-572-8049

Wolf System Canada Ltd.
www.wolfsystem.ca
613-797-7701

Zehr Insurance Brokers
WWWwW.zehrinsurance.com

519-595-8108

#SWODS2025
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Trouw Nutrition
www.trouwnutrition.com

519-349-2152

Vandenburg Equipment
Service Ltd.
www.vesontario.ca

519-863-5719

Veldale Farms Ltd.
www.veldalefarms.com
519-456-SEED (7333)

Vodkow
www.vodkow.com

We Cover Structures
www.wecover.net

519-692-9900

Wm A Chesney & Sons Ltd.
wWWwWw.wmachesneysons.com

519-469-3317

WRC Water Purifying
www.wrcpurifying.com
519-863-3000

Zuidervaart Agri-Import Ltd.
www.zuidervaartagri.com
519-393-8290
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FOOD FROM OUR FARMS . ..
AND FOOD FOR THOUGHT ABOUT MARKETING

2025 marks the 19th year of featuring dairy products selected to help us “learn
from lunch". The products featured this year focus on the theme of “celebrating
expanded processing capacity" and what it means to our market and the
consumers who drive it. Dairy is a major contributor to the economy in the 13-
county region that plans this program. This region produces more milk than any
other part of Ontario, and regionally as well as nationally, our industry has long
suffered from a shortage of processing capacity that limits new product
development, restricts market growth and leads to increasingly unpopular food
waste when weather, equipment failures, and holidays disrupt markets. We
salute both the united determination of processors and producers and the
much-needed government support that is addressing this critical issue through
a combination of private and public funding from a variety of programs.

The $333 million Dairy Innovation and Investment Fund ($127 million for
Ontario), announced in November 2023, has been fully allocated. While details
remain confidential, funded projects are in active development and
implementation. Ontario dairies also received $21.5 million from the Supply
Management Processing Investment Fund (SMPIF), and several of the
processors that participated have donated product for our enjoyment this year.

We salute Sheldon Creek Dairy for an SMPIF supported expansion that has
added new cultured beverages like fruit smoothies and kefir to their product
line. By making their plant accessible for co-packing, they provide opportunity
for other entrepreneurs to explore possibilities without investing in hardware.
Their focus on whole unhomogenized milk, A2 and artisan flavoured milk
sourced from their own farm is contributing to market growth and building a
positive image for all dairy producers and products. Their expansion has led to
a wide variety of new cultured products that we are sampling today.

Large processors are critical to our future, and we are grateful that
multinational Lactalis, number 1 in gross sales in the world and number 3 in
Canada, continues to invest here. They are adding new processing capacity at
their Ingleside cheese plant with support from SMPIF. We thank them for their
donation of a new product, Lactantia 1% chocolate milk for our symposium.
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While coffee is not a dairy beverage, making it white is a multimillion dollar
undertaking and ensuring that happens with real dairy is important to us. We
thank Farm Credit Canada for sponsoring our coffee and we thank Kawartha
Dairy for providing coffee cream for our event. With both their head office and
several outlets and numerous retailers in cottage country, the Kawartha brand
makes memories from cottage life and builds loyal dairy clientele with their
high-quality ice cream and other products.

We featured them just two years ago for their health focus, and now we
welcome back Modhani 2% Yogurt with Turmeric and Fruit as we celebrate the
new processing capacity provided by their new plant in Tillsonburg. Completion
of the plant last July, supported with SMPIF funding, increases Modhani's
processing capacity by 400% and allows them to expand into new grocery
markets.

When an Ontario dairy farmer is a panelist on our program and he is also a
processor, it makes sense to make that part of the conversation. Korb Whale
owns and manages Clovermead Holsteins, a modern 160 cow freestall dairy
with a digester, as well as Mapleton's Organic Dairy featuring organic ice
cream and fluid milk made from the 70 organic cows housed in their compost
pack barn open to visitors. Mapleton's includes on-farm retail, as well as agri-
tourism, barn tours and farm adventure experiences. Personal connections
with consumers made at dairies like Mapleton's play an important role in
educating our clients about sustainability, animal care, and all that dairy has to
offer. As a contribution to “dessert for you"', DeDell Seeds, who offer high sugar
silage varieties they call “dessert for cows" are cost sharing in the ice cream
donation, and we thank them for this additional sponsorship.

Cheese processing is a key area where we can benefit from expanded capacity
to accommodate growth, new product development and flexibility. Three
companies with expansion projects benefitting from the SMPIF program have
donated cheese products for us to sample and we appreciate the confidence
they have shown by investing in new capacity. The Borgo brothers, William,
Albert and Joseph, are the fourth generation of a cheese making tradition that
started in the Asiago region of Italy. Their father Almerigo moved the family to
Ontario in the 1950's and today Quality Cheese is a thriving family business
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marketing Italian cheeses under the Bella Cassara and Albert's Leap labels.

Founded by Joe Galati in 1988, Galati Cheese is also a family run cheese
business with Italian roots. They are growing with new investment in processing
capacity at their Windsor plant and retail store. This is their first time
participating in our symposium and we welcome the opportunity to sample
some of their “locally produced cheeses”.

Our third cheese sponsor is Arla Foods Canada. The well-known and highly
regarded Arla Foods company based in Denmark and Sweden has been part of
the processing scene in Ontario since 1961. It's great to see their growing
commitment to manufacturing here with Canadian milk and the blue cow logo
on all their Canadian-made products.

On the subject of cheese, your Dairy Symposium team wants to thank our
speakers with a gift, and we choose to give dairy. The eight cheese baskets
used as speaker gifts and for the early bird draw are sponsored by Scotiabank
and are provided by specialty retail cheese shops in the region listed by name
and location below. The interest in specialty cheese products these retailers
create is a big factor in the growing market for these high value products. As
dairy farmers who take pride in our industry, we need to “give dairy"” as gifts
at every opportunity.

Vodkow, distilled in Almonte, Ontario is the only “Canadian’ dairy based
product in our liquor stores, and is a unique phenomenon for our industry.
Vodkow is distilled from milk permeate, a low value by-product that would
otherwise go into animal feed. With Vodkow as the base, this company also
makes a wide variety of excellent quality Vodkow Cream Liqueurs using all
Canadian cream.

Finally, we want to remind you that our farms produce other foods in addition
to dairy products. This year we are once again serving veal on a bun to
acknowledge the local veal producers who we rely on to market bull calves and
surplus heifer calves as premium quality veal products. Our veal purchase for
lunch was supplied and subsidized by Highland Packers, a local family-owned
meat processor in Stoney Creek, and we thank them for their contribution.
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It is our hope that these products and the information presented about them
will increase awareness and stimulate interest among producers in the
marketing side of the industry. We salute these products and the companies
behind them as opportunities to expand markets, add value and strengthen the
industry.

We also acknowledge the important role of government in providing funding to
stimulate the expansion in processing capacity that is taking place. Producers
and processors, working and lobbying together, along with financial support
from our governments, are reshaping our supply chain in a way that will reduce
waste, improve sustainability and encourage growth, ensuring a healthy future
for the dairy sector.

Jack Rodenburg, on behalf of the Planning Committee
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MORE ON OUR 2024 FOOD FROM OUR FARMS CONTRIBUTORS

s, 193>
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Kawartha

D <

Thank You to Farm Credit Canada for sponsoring our coffee......
and to Kawartha Dairy for their 10% and 18% coffee cream.

4300 Concession Rd 5, Loretto, Ontario, (705) 434-0404
Monday-Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Already well-known for their easily digested non-homogenized A2 milk, their
expanded processing capacity has added a wide range of delicious new cultured
products like kefir and yogurt smoothies in a great variety of flavours. Their line of
flavoured milk will keep you engaged with new flavours like Apple Pie, Creme
Brulée, Pina Colada and S'mores. Hats off to Sheldon Creek for making dairy so
much more interesting!

Thank vyou for the new 1%
chocolate milk donated for us to -

"" = sample . . . . and thank you to
LACTALiS this multinational processor for m
CA“ADA their big commitment to e

Canadian dairy, with new
processing capacity and blue
cow labelling.
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Medhan

New investment in a processing plant in
Tillsonburg is expanding markets for this
company's healthy 2% Greek Style Fruit s _
Bottom Yogurt with Turmeric which we are R TR e
sampling at the symposium. Health benefits of Turmeric include reduced risk of
cancer, reduced inflammation and arthritis pain, lower cholesterol and reduced
risk of heart disease, easier weight management and control of diabetes, improved
mental health and reduced risk of dementia.

Modhani also makes a variety of ethnic dairy products like Dahi, Makhani and Ghee.

8648 Wellington Road 7, Moorefield, Ontario, (519) 638-1115
Visit the store, the barns and the adventure area!

Mapleton's Organic ice <cream is sold in
specialty stores as well as on the farm, where
memories are made with agri-tourism
adventures that connect us with consumers.
Unique ice cream flavours like Dandelion,
Cappuccino, Ginger, Raspberry and Chai make
Mapleton's ice cream a very special treat.

The Mapleton's ice cream served here as
dessert for us is co-sponsored by DeDell Seeds,
who make “Dessert” corn silage hybrid for your
COWS.
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THANK YOU TO THESE CHEESE COMPANIES FOR INVESTING IN
NEW PROCESSING CAPACITY AND FOR THE CHEESES WE ARE
SAMPLING TODAY.

QuALTY CHEESE..

passionate about cheese

111 Jevlan Drive, Vaughan, Ontario, (905) 265-9991
Monday-Saturday 8:30 a.m. -5:00 p.m. | info@qualitycheese.com

CHEESE COMPANY LTD.

Owned and Operated by the Galati Family

Locally Produced

wa”) *

MR. GALATI, OUR MASTER CHEESE MAKER

932 Tecumseh Road West, Windsor, Ontario (519) 973-7510
Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. - 12:.00 p.m. | sales@galaticheese.com
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HAVARTI|  HAVARTI  [HAVARTI

JlL.lFEi[h CREAMY-CREMEUX  SMOKED-FUME

VODKOW is a distillery located in
Almonte, Ontario. We make an

award winning triple distilled =
vodka by repurposing unused milk
sugars from the dairy process.

Our carbon neutral vodka is used | | VoDKOW. T T
oMz, to power a line of "lactose free” B
[T cream liquors in the following m % .
[ flavours: coffee, maple, chocolate, IE
VODKOW classic cream, eggnog, London fog, —
N il mango sunrise, key lime and strawberry social. Less sugar,
=1 Canadian cream and better ingredients for a better tasting product
[ e 3

than other cream liquors.

L] .
MONDAY-SATURDAY 7AM-6PM[™*

cLoSED SunDAYS” [T T T www.hfghlandpackers.com

Thank you to Highland Packers for their support in providing partial sponsorship
for the veal on a bun served at the Dairy Symposium. This family business
started by the DeJonge family in 1958 includes meat packing, as well as retail. It
has a strong focus on local foods including the freshest meats and deli items,
cheese and other dairy products and fruits, vegetables and baked goods.
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Scotiabank.

CHEESE BASKET SPONSOR

R ARt

" e
| k]

Two Girls and a Cheese Shop
20 Brock Street West, Tillsonburg
519-688-2228

The Wine Cellar and Cheese Shop
188 Thames Street S, Ingersoll

519-425-4999

Devizes Cheese Factory Outlet
23498 Highbury Avenue, Denfield
519-225-2646

The Tipperary Bog Cheese Shop
84 Charing Cross Street, Brantford

519-771-9174

East Hamilton Cheese Company
205 Ottawa Street North, Hamilton

905-920-2314

This year Scotiabank has purchased our gift
baskets
cheese shops located throughout the region.
The stores listed below are ambassadors for
gourmet artisan cheeses that are growing
high value markets for our industry.

from these selected specialty

The Cheesy Cow
525 Dundas Street, Woodstock
519-900-8692

Village Cheese Mill
33744 Plank Line, Salford
519-485-0600

The Milky Whey Fine Cheese Shop
18 Ontario Street, Stratford

519-814-9439

La Fromagerie
209 Lexington Road, Waterloo

519-897-6994

Encouraging dairy farmers and agribusiness to take pride in
their products and give the gift of dairy!



Thank you for attending!

JOIN US IN
FEBRUARY 2026
FOR OUR
41ST
ANNIVERSARY
EDITION!

Follow us @SWODSdairy
and www.dairysymposium.ca




