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Thursday, February 20, 2025
Woodstock Fairgrounds, 875 Nellis Street

Woodstock, ON

AN INTERACTIVE EVENT PLANNED 
BY PRODUCERS...

... FOR PRODUCERS!





The South Western Ontario Dairy Symposium is organized by Dairy Farmers of Ontario through its Dairy
Producer Committees in Essex-Kent, Lambton, Middlesex, Elgin, Huron, Perth, Oxford, Waterloo,

Wellington, Brant, Norfolk, Wentworth, Haldimand, and Niagara Counties, in cooperation with the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness.

Our committee is made up of the following people on behalf of their DPC Committees:

Brant County Chris Vandenberg

Huron County Lieven Verschaeve

Oxford County Steven Veldman (Chair)
Anita Heeg, Jack Danen

Perth County Jamie Beaumont

Wellington County Brett Shantz

Wentworth County Ben Loewith

Dairy Farmers of Ontario Pete Overdevest, Vicky Morrison

Dairy at Guelph Stephen LeBlanc

Food From Our Farms
Coordinator

Jack Rodenburg

Event Coordinator Jane Danen
Email: southwestdairysymposium@gmail.com
Phone: 519-655-2865

Technical Coordinator Brian Lang

Program Coordinator Angie Wilson - OMAFA

Proceedings Coordinator Lisa Russell - OMAFA

THE 40TH ANNUAL SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO DAIRY SYMPOSIUM

Dairy producer representatives from each Southwestern Ontario County
are encouraged to join the SWODS committee! Want to help plan the

41st edit ion for 2026? Contact the SWODS Event Coordinator and join!



Have a question for a speaker?
Ask on Slido*

Join us at www.slido.com
or scan the QR code here 
Enter Code: #SWODS25

*Standard mobile data charges apply
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9:00am Exhibits Open - Registration and Coffee

10:05am Welcome - Steve Veldman, SWODS Chair

10:15am
Speaker Topic: To be Announced
Speaker: To be Announced

10:40am
Winter Triticale Forage: The Quiet Crop with a Big Impact 
Tom Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems LLC.

11:30am
Artificial Intelligence on Dairy Farms: Friend or Foe? 
Dr. David Kelton, University of Guelph

12:00am
Foods From Our Farms
Jack Rodenburg, SWODS Committee

12:15pm Lunch - Featuring Foods From Our Farms

1:45pm Speak Your Mind - DFO Representative

2:00pm
Understanding the New Ontario Building Code: Key Changes for Dairy Producers
Tyler Griffith P. Eng, Tacoma Engineers

2:30pm
Producer Panel: Innovations Driving Sustainability on Dairy Farms
Steve Veldman - Velrob Farms Ltd., Korb Whale - Clovermead Farms and Mapleton’s
Organic Dairy, Dan Breen - Breen Acres Family Farm Inc.

4:00pm Exhibits Close

Let us know how your day is going!
Follow, tweet,  and post using the hashtag #SWODS2025

Find us @SWODSdairy on:
 

program
20.02.2025  |   9AM-4PM

#SWODS2025                4
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CELEBRATING THECELEBRATING THE  
40TH ANNIVERSARY40TH ANNIVERSARY  

SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIOSOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO
DAIRY SYMPOSIUMDAIRY SYMPOSIUM

A Chance to Win Tickets 

VS

February 20, 2025 
at the Woodstock Fairgrounds

March 13th in Toronto
2 Tickets: Section 103 Row 23 Seats 11 & 12

Compliments Of 
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519-320-0902
WWW.AGRI.BIORET-CORP.COM
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TOM KILCER, CCA
Advanced Ag Systems LLC.

Tom Kilcer grew up on a dairy farm in Columbia
County,  New York.  He earned an Associate of
Appl ied Science (AAS) in Agronomy from SUNY
Cobleski l l  and a Bachelor of  Science (BS)  in
Fisher ies Science from Cornell ,  and worked on
environmental  impact studies for Peach Bottom and
Indian Point  Nuclear plants .  In 1976,  he obtained a
second BS in Agronomy from Iowa State.  For 33
years,  he was the mult i-county Field Crop and Soi ls
Educator ;  and Program Leader for  Agriculture at  
Cornell  Cooperat ive Extension of Rensselaer County,  NY.  

In 2009,  Tom made the move from Extension to pr ivate consult ing,
conducting forage research and educat ion in close cooperat ion with
University and Extension special ists and pr ivate companies.  Much of Tom’s
effort  is  to develop alternat ive crops,  rotat ions,  and harvest systems to
support  high-forage dairy diets that enable Northeast farms to compete
nat ionally and globally .  This work carr ies on with his move to Tennessee
and the University there.  His efforts cont inue to improve agriculture by
sending a free electronic newsletter to over 1000 Cert i f ied Crop Advisor
(CCA) advisors,  agr ibusiness,  and farmers in the northeast and has art icles
in numerous dairy/f ield crop agriculture magazines.  Hundreds of seminars
on his forage crops research have been presented across the US,  in Canada
and Europe,  and on YouTube.
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Winter Trit icale Forage:  The Quiet Crop with a Big Impact
Tom Ki lcer ,  Advanced Ag Systems LLC.

Winter forages are rapidly becoming the most widely grown crops in the
US and Canada.  Farmers have found that these high-yield,  h igh-qual i ty
forages sustain prof i table milk production and components .  In areas with
intense land competit ion,  winter tr i t icale/shorter-season corn has become
the most prof i table rotat ion.

#SWODS2025            
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One benefit  that is  not immediately apparent to growers is  the posit ive impact
on soi l  and subsequent corn crops.  Winter forages are excellent at  captur ing
nutr ients that are often lost  over the winter .  When properly grown, they
prevent erosion,  which enhances prof i tabi l i ty .  Addit ionally ,  soi l  porosity and
rainfal l  absorpt ion are improved.  Areas that previously faced feed shortages
now have a surplus.

This year ,  in regions with heavy soi ls  and excessive rain,  the difference
between corn grown on winter-bare ground and corn grown on harvested
winter tr i t icale was apparent .  From the truck seat ,  i t  was clear that corn
growing on winter tr i t icale stubble was tal ler  and more uniform.

This seminar covers the comprehensive management package for winter
forages ( tr i t icale) ,  f rom plant ing through ensi l ing and feeding.  I t  is  based on 30
years of  research,  which has more than doubled the yields that farms used to
achieve.
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GRAIN ROASTING
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DR. DAVID KELTON
University of Guelph

David Kelton is  Professor Emeritus at  the University
of Guelph.  He ret i red as Professor of  Veter inary
Epidemiology in 2023 and held the Dairy Farmers of
Ontar io Dairy Catt le Health Research Chair  at  the
University of  Guelph for the last  10 years of  his
career .  He is  a founding member of  the Canadian
Mast i t is  Network and Dairy at  Guelph,  a Past-
President of  the National  Mast i t is  Counci l ,  and the
Chair  of  the Internat ional  Dairy Federat ion Standing 
Committee on Animal Health and Welfare.  He has co-authored more than
320 manuscr ipts focused on infect ious disease survei l lance and control ,
and dairy catt le welfare.  His recent work has focused on ant imicrobial  use
and resistance,  using a One Health approach that embraces
transdiscipl inary collaborat ion.
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Artif icial  Intell igence on Dairy Farms:  Friend or Foe?
Dr.  David Kelton,  Univers i ty  of  Guelph

The Ontar io Dairy Research Centre at  the University of  Guelph is  a modern
dairy farm milk ing just  over 200 Holstein cows in an environment with a broad
range of automated systems equipped with var ious sensor technologies.  These
systems generate approximately 600,000 individual  pieces of  data every
month,  or  about 100 individual  data elements per cow per day.  As farmers and
farm advisors we are barely scratching the surface in terms of our abi l i ty to
eff ic iently and effect ively make use of these data to inform better
management decis ions.  The obvious path forward includes cont inuing to
incorporate tools such as art i f ic ial  intel l igence (the other AI )  on dairy farms.
While there are many challenges that remain to be overcome, there are some
clear and excit ing opportunit ies as well .  

As a demonstrat ion of  the power of  AI ,  I  asked ChatGPT the fol lowing quest ion:
What are the advantages and disadvantages of  apply ing AI  on Canadian dairy
farms?

#SWODS2025                                                                                             



ChatGPT said  ( the fol lowing is  copied directly from the output on the
ChatGPT interact ive s i te) :

“Applying AI  on Canadian dairy farms offers several  advantages and
disadvantages:

Advantages:

1.  Improved Eff iciency:
Automation of tasks:  AI  can automate repetit ive tasks,  such as         
milk ing,  feeding,  and monitor ing cows.  This increases labor eff ic iency,
freeing up farmers to focus on other tasks.
Optimal feed management:  AI  systems can analyze data to opt imize
feed rat ions,  improving cow health and milk production,  while reducing
waste.

2.  Increased Productivity:
Enhanced milk yield:  AI‐dr iven systems can monitor cow health,  predict
the best t ime for milk ing,  and opt imize milk production.  This can lead to
higher yields per cow.
Precision breeding:  AI  can aid in ident i fy ing the best genetic tra its  for
breeding,  improving herd genetics and overal l  productiv i ty over
generat ions.

3.  Better Health Monitoring:
Early disease detection:  AI‐powered sensors and wearables can detect
early s igns of  i l lness or stress in cows,  al lowing farmers to take
preventat ive measures and minimize veter inary costs .
Monitoring cow behavior:  AI can track behavioral  patterns,  helping to
ident i fy when a cow is  in heat or  showing s igns of  discomfort ,  ensur ing
t imely intervent ion.

4.  Cost Savings:
Labor savings:  With automated milk ing and feeding,  fewer human
workers are needed, reducing labor costs .
Efficiency in resource use:  AI  can help opt imize water ,  feed,  and energy
usage,  reducing operat ional  costs and increasing farm prof i tabi l i ty .
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 5 .  Sustainabil ity:
Environmental impact:  AI  can opt imize resource usage and reduce
waste,  contr ibut ing to more sustainable farming pract ices,  such as
reducing the carbon footpr int  and improving waste management.

Disadvantages :

1.   High Init ial  Costs:
The cost of  purchasing and implementing AI  technology can be
prohibit ively expensive for smaller  farms.  The upfront investment in
smart  sensors,  robotics,  and software may not be feasible for  al l  dairy
farmers.

2.  Complexity and Maintenance:
AI systems require technical  expert ise for instal lat ion,  monitor ing,  and
maintenance.  Farmers may need special ized training to operate and
troubleshoot these systems,  which can be a barr ier ,  especial ly in rural
areas with l imited access to tech support .

3.  Dependence on Technology:
Over‐rel iance on AI  and automation could lead to challenges i f
technology malfunct ions or fa i ls .  In rural  areas with l imited internet
connectiv i ty or  infrastructure,  system downtime could severely disrupt
farm operat ions.

4.  Data Privacy and Security:
AI systems collect and process large amounts of  data about cows and
farm operat ions.  There could be concerns about data security and
privacy,  part icularly i f  sensit ive data is  vulnerable to cyber‐attacks or
misuse.

5.  Potential  Job Displacement:
The automation of  certain tasks,  such as milk ing or monitor ing cow
health,  could reduce the need for human labor on farms,  leading to job
losses in rural  communit ies that rely on agr icultural  work.
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6.  Integration Challenges:
Implementing AI  systems on exist ing farms may require s ignif icant
changes to farm infrastructure.  Older farms may struggle to integrate
new technologies seamlessly,  and retrof i t t ing exist ing equipment can be
costly .

Conclusion:

While AI  holds the potent ial  to revolut ionize the Canadian dairy farming
industry by enhancing eff ic iency,  increasing productiv i ty ,  and promoting
sustainabi l i ty ,  the challenges associated with high costs,  technical
complexity,  and rel iance on technology need to be careful ly considered.
For smaller  or  resource constrained farms,  the transit ion may require
external  support ,  such as government incent ives or partnerships with
technology providers . ”

Not bad. . .  I  might use this in my presentat ion!

#SWODS2025            
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TYLER GRIFFITH, P. Eng.
Tacoma Engineers

Tyler is  a senior structural  engineer at  Tacoma
Engineers in Guelph,  Ontar io .  Tyler has experience
with a wide var iety of  project types and a wide
var iety of  construct ion mater ials including wood,
steel ,  concrete,  and masonry.  He is  an expert  in
wood frame construct ion including agr icultural  farm
buildings and commercial  structures.  Tyler has sat
on the Board of Directors for  the Canadian Farm
Builders Associat ion (CFBA) s ince 2018 and 
has been President of  the CFBA since 2022.  Tyler has been heavi ly involved
in the current updates to the Farm Building Code since 2020.
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Understanding the New Ontario Building Code:  Key Changes for
Dairy Producers
Tyler  Gr i f f i th ,  P .  Eng.

Construct ing a new farm bui lding can be a large undertaking so i t  is  important
to get i t  r ight the f i rst  t ime.  This presentat ion wil l  provide an overview of the
latest changes to the Ontar io Bui lding Code and their  impl icat ions for dairy
producers .

The National  Farm Building Code of Canada (NFBCC) was establ ished in 1995
and was adopted into the Ontar io Bui lding Code (OBC) in 1997.  Since 1995,  the
farm bui lding code hasn’t  been keeping up with the requirements of  the
modern farming industry .  With the aging Farm Building Code,  there were
concerns about provinces and design professionals losing conf idence in the
exist ing code.

In 2006,  lobbying started to develop the new farm code.  In 2020,  an update
was made to the National  Bui lding Code (NBC),  which now included a new
section cal led Part  2 .  NBC 2020 Part  2 is  now for the design of large farm
buildings.  Large farm bui ldings have bui lding areas greater than 600m².  

#SWODS2025            
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In an effort  for  Ontar io to harmonize with the NBC 2020,  the OBC was updated
in 2024.  The OBC 2024 is  now in effect as of  January 1st ,  2025.  Al l  large farm
buildings in Ontar io must conform to the OBC 2024 and designers may no
longer reference the exist ing NFBCC 1995.  

The OBC 2024 Part  2 has a focus on l i fe and occupant safety.  Farm bui ldings
are now classif ied as Group G,  Agricultural  occupancies with Divis ions 1 ,  2 ,  3
and 4 noted below. 

G1  – High Hazard (Dairy faci l i ty with below barn manure storage)
G2  – Al l  other farm bui ldings (Dairy faci l i ty without below barn 
        manure storage)
G3  – Greenhouses
G4  – No human occupancy (Grain bins,  hor izontal  or  vert ical  s i los)  

Structural  design for large farm bui ldings has some very s ignif icant changes.
Cl imatic data used in determining the snow and wind loads are now being
referenced from the new OBC 2024.  Previously this was referenced from the
exist ing OBC 1997.  This change creates an increase in the design snow load of
up to 15% (+/-)  and an increase in the design wind loads of  up to 45% (+/-) .
This has a s ignif icant impact on the cost of  the bui lding structure.  Along with
an increase in the snow and wind loads,  there is  now a requirement to
complete a Seismic screening to determine i f  a seismic analysis and design is
required.  Previously al l  farm bui ldings were exempt from seismic analysis .  

S ince some dairy faci l i t ies have below-floor manure storage,  these bui ldings
become a G1 high-hazard agr icultural  farm bui lding.  These bui ldings now
require provis ions for vent i lat ion systems designed to OBC Part  6 to control
the r isk of  toxic and explosive gas accumulat ing within the bui lding.
Venti lat ion systems for bui ldings with below-barn manure storages wil l
require minimum of 2 a ir  exchanges per hour .  

The exist ing bui lding code required s ingle-story bui ldings to be l imited to
4800m² in bui lding area.  This means i f  the bui lding was greater than 4800m² a
f i re separat ion would be required.  A benefit  of  the new farm code is  that 
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most s ingle-storey farm bui ldings can now have unl imited area with no f i re
separat ions.  This al lows for more f lexibi l i ty when designing the use of the
building,  especial ly large dairy faci l i t ies .

Addit ional  considerat ions have been added for f i re department access to the
farm bui ldings.  Access is  to be by means of a street ,  pr ivate roadway or yard.
Access needs to account for  the connection to publ ic roads and the weight of
the f i ref ight ing equipment .  Previously no requirements were present for  f i re
department access.

In general ,  the cost to bui ld a new farm bui lding in Ontar io is  going to
increase due to the changes in the new Ontar io Bui lding code.  Be prepared
for these increases to be between 10%-30% of the overal l  bui lding cost ( this  is
an est imate for informational  purposes only) .  

#SWODS2025            
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KORB WHALE
Clovermead Farms and Mapleton’s Organic 

Korb Whale is  the owner of  Clovermead Farms and
Mapleton’s Organic Dairy in Well ington County
north of  Guelph.  The Whale family has embraced
the concept of  sustainabi l i ty for  many years and
has incorporated many of these concepts into their
long-term strategic plan.  Korb strongly bel ieves
that using resources di l igently and producing as
l i t t le waste as possible,  wi l l  lead to greater
eff ic iencies on the farm and less negat ive
impacts on the environment .  While str iv ing for good genetics,  h igh
production and superior  health tra its  make for a strong resi l ient herd,  using
water ,  manure and energy eff ic iently as well  adds to the bottom l ine and
the resi l ience of the business.  Korb's latest  venture into ice cream making
has him working directly with customers,  and trying to provide them with
what they want as well .  There is  a lot  to learn in al l  aspects of  our Dairy
Industry!

DAN BREEN
Breen Acres Family Farm Inc. 

Dan Breen is  the 4th generat ion to operate a dairy
and crop farm between London and Woodstock
along the 401.  With the help of  his  family along the
way,  now with the 5th generat ion,  h is  daughter
Vanessa and her husband Ryan,  the farm has grown
from 20kg to 140kg of quota currently being f i l led
by 80 cows and 100 to 1100 acres.  Thirty-six
consecutive years of  100 percent no-t i l l  and 20
years of  cover crops have given him some insights
into bui lding resi l ient soi ls .

#SWODS2025            



Producer Panel:  Innovations Driving Sustainabil ity on Dairy Farms

Join three Ontar io dairy producers as they share and discuss their  innovat ive
approaches to sustainabi l i ty on their  farms,  from integrat ing renewable energy
solut ions and using bio-digesters to promoting soi l  health .  Learn from their
experiences and discover how their  pract ices contr ibute to sustainable dairy
farming.
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STEVE VELDMAN
Velrob Farms Ltd. 

Steve and his wife Carol  started dairy farming in
1985 north of  the vi l lage of Embro in Ontar io .  They
have one daughter ,  three sons and eight
grandchildren.  Their  goal  from the start  was always
to leave the farm and the environmental  impact of
the farm in better condit ion for future generat ions
than they received i t .  Key in i t iat ives have been to
protect their  soi ls  from al l  types of  erosion and to
produce high-qual i ty milk using less energy
resources.

NOTES
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I t ’s  a  Matter  of  Choice.
Where Every  Sale  is  Backed By Service.
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Abate and Associates Inc.
www.abateandassociates.ca
226-750-8031

ABS Canada
www.absglobal .com/ca
1-888-785-7883

AgCareers.com
www.agcareers .com
519-929-8975 x235

Agri  Nutrient Solutions Inc.
www.agrinutr ientsolut ions.com
519-500-8871

Agri-Plastics / Agri-Comfort
www.agri-plast ics .net
905-945-3116

AGRI-TRAC Inc.
www.agritract ion.com
www.agritract ion.ca
1-877-966-3546

Avonbank Inc.
www.avonbank.ca
519-418-2507

B-W Feed & Supply
www.bwfeed.ca
1-800-267-8194

BioFerScience Inc.
www.bioferscience.com
519-857-8053

Bioret Agri
www.agri .b ioret-corp.com
519-320-0902

Bobcat of Brantford
www.bobcatofbrantford.com
519-752-7900

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health
Canada Inc.
www.boehringercatt le .ca
905-639-0333

Britespan Building Systems Inc.
www.britespanbuildings.com
1-800-407-5846

Brodie Ag & Industrial  Inc
www.brodie-ag.com
519-242-4147

Burgessville Grain & Feed
www.burgessvi l le .ca
519-424-2147

Canadian Dairy XPO
www.dairyxpo.ca
519-265-8300

THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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Canarm AgSystems
www.canarm.com
519-848-3910

Cattle Scan
www.catt lescan.ca
1-800-758-5294

CATTLEytics
www.catt leyt ics .com
519-444-4640

Choice Seeds Inc.
www.kingf isherseed.com
226-741-0561

CIBC
www.CIBC.com
519-863-2016

Country Mills  Feed & Farm Store
www.countrymil ls .ca
519-461-1490

Dairy Lane Systems
www.dairylane.ca
519-666-1404 x146

Dairy at  Guelph
www.dairyatguelph.ca
519-824-4120 x54475

DairyLogix
www.dairylogix .com
519-290-7194 / 519-532-7194

Davon Sales Inc.
www.davonsales.com
1-800-561-1706

DCL Nutrit ion & Animal Health
www.dcl .ag/en
450-773-0770

DeDell  Seeds Inc.
www.dedellseeds.com
519-264-2676

Dey's Equipment Centre Inc.
www.deysequipment .com
519-688-0605

Dortmans Bros Barn Equipment
www.dortmans.ca
1-800-265-3435

EastGen
www.eastgen.ca
1-888-821-2150

Ecostrat Inc.
www.ecostratsawdust .com
416-986-8884 x239

THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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Farm Ontario
www.farmontar io .com
519-670-5995

Farm Credit  Canada
www.fcc-fac.ca/en
1-888-332-3301

Farmers Depot
www.farmersdepot .ca
1-866-527-6229

Feed to Milk
www.feedtomilk .com
519-773-6455

Floradale Feed Mill  Ltd.
www.ffmltd.com
1-800-265-6126

Foerster-Technik N.A.  Inc.
www.foerster-technik .com
519-239-9756

Gay Lea Foods
www.gayleafoods.com

G.J's  Harvest Centre Inc.
www.gjsharvestcentre.com
519-424-9374

Glacier FarmMedia
www.farmtar io .com
519-240-7849

Grand River Robotics
www.grrobotics .ca
226-383-7678

Grand Valley Fortif iers
www.grandvalley.com
1-877-625-4400

Grober Nutrit ion
www.grobernutr i t ion.com
519-622-2500

Halchemix Canada Inc.
www.halchemix.com
905-982-2781

Holstein Canada
www.holstein .ca
1-855-756-8300

Honeyland Ag Services
www.honeylandag.com
226-237-8485

Horizon Seeds Canada Inc.
www.horizonseeds.ca
519-842-5538

THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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Independent Dairy Nutrit ion
226-622-9611

Jake's Welding Inc.
www.jakesweldinginc.com
519-468-3676

Jones Feed Mills
www.jfm.ca
1-800-265-8735

JRJ Enterprise
519-670-8210

Lactanet
www.lactanet .ca
800-549-4373

Lamers Silos Ltd.
www.lamerssi los .ca
519-485-4578

Libro Credit  Union
www.l ibro.ca
1-800-361-8222

Liquid Feeds Inc.
www.l iquidfeeds.com
519-469-8160

Mapleview Agri  Ltd.
www.mapleviewagri .ca
519-638-3769

Masterfeeds Canada
www.masterfeeds.com
519-685-4300

McFarlan Rowlands 
Insurance Brokers
www.mcfr .ca
519-913-3137

Nafico Distr ibution Inc.
www.naf ico.ca
855-562-3426

National Bank of Canada
www.nbc.ca/business/banking/sect
ors/agribusiness
416-507-9158

Nature Feed Centre Inc.
www.naturefeedcentre.ca
519-424-2540

New-Life Mills
www.newlifemil ls .com
800-463-1196

North Blenheim Mutual 
Insurance Company
www.northblenheim.com
519-454-8661

THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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Norwell  Dairy Systems
www.norwelldairy .com
519-638-3535

OHS Feeding and Storage
www.ohsfeedingandstorage.com
1-800-265-8303

Ontario Soil  and Crop 
Improvement Association (OSCIA)
www.ontar iosoi lcrop.org
1-800-265-9751

Oxford Cattle Company
www.oxfordcatt lecompany.com
519-788-1399

Oxford County Federation of
Agriculture
www.oxfordag.ca
519-964-8828

Parion Animal Nutrit ion
www.parion.ca
519-462-2222

Partnar Animal Health
www.partnaranimalhealth .ca
1-866-690-4998

Performance Dairy Centre Inc.
www.performancedairy .ca
519-423-9119

PMT Inc.
www.pmtgroup.com
1-800-299-7904

Poelman-Murray Ltd.
519-440-8929

Premier Equipment
www.premierequipment .ca
519-655-2200

PrevTech Innovations Inc.
www.prevtech.ca/en
1-888-224-0604

Progressive Dairy Operators
www.pdo-ontar io .ca
519-515-9956

Promat
www.promatinc.com
519-456-2284

Protekta
www.protekta.com
519-528-5822

Purina
www.agripur ina.ca
519-539-8561

THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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Quality Seeds Ltd.
www.qual i tyseeds.ca
1-877-856-SEED (7333)

RBC
www.rbc.com

Reiter
www.reiter-respiro.com
519-709-3070

Scotiabank
www.scot iabank.com
519-492-0438

Silo King / Agri  King Inc.
www.agrik ing.com
1-800-435-9560

Siloking Canada
www.si lokingcanada.com
519-269-3300

Solvet
www.solvet .ca
1-877-456-2755

South Easthope Mutual 
Insurance Company
www.southeasthope.com
1-800-263-9987

Speare Seeds
www.speareseeds.ca
519-338-3840

Stanton Genetics Inc.
www.stantongenetics .com
519-666-0800

Stratford Farm Equipment
www.sfe-sales.com
519-423-6264

Sun-North Systems Ltd.
www.sunnorth.com
519-527-2470

Syngenta
www.syngenta.ca/enogen
1-800-756-7333

TD Bank
www.td.com

The Hitching Post
www.thehitchingpost .ca
519-284-2360

Tirecraft  Ontario Inc.
www.t irecraft .com
519-424-3402

THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS

40

THE 40TH ANNUAL SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO DAIRY SYMPOSIUM

#SWODS2025            



Tril l ium Mutual Insurance
www.tr i l l iummutual .com
519-291-9300

Trouw Nutrit ion
www.trouwnutr i t ion.com
519-349-2152

Ukal Canada
www.ukalcanada.com
1-800-665-8389

Vandenburg Equipment 
Service Ltd.
www.vesontar io .ca
519-863-5719

Veal Farmers of Ontario
www.vealfarmers.ca 
www.calfcare.ca
519-824-2942

Veldale Farms Ltd.
www.veldalefarms.com
519-456-SEED (7333)

Vetoquinol Canada
www.vetoquinol .ca/en

Vodkow
www.vodkow.com

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd.
www.wfs.ca
1-800-265-8858 / 519-669-5143

We Cover Structures
www.wecover .net
519-692-9900

Webstone Holsteins Ltd.
519-572-8049

Wm A Chesney & Sons Ltd.
www.wmachesneysons.com
519-469-3317

Wolf System Canada Ltd.
www.wolfsystem.ca
613-797-7701

WRC Water Purifying
www.wrcpurify ing.com 
519-863-3000

Zehr Insurance Brokers
www.zehrinsurance.com
519-595-8108

Zuidervaart Agri-Import Ltd.
www.zuidervaartagr i .com
519-393-8290

THANK YOU TO OUR EXHIBITORS
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FOOD FROM OUR FARMS .  .  .
AND FOOD FOR THOUGHT ABOUT MARKETING 

2025 marks the 19th year of  featur ing dairy products selected to help us “ learn
from lunch” .  The products featured this year focus on the theme of “celebrat ing
expanded processing capacity”  and what i t  means to our market and the
consumers who dr ive i t .  Dairy is  a major contr ibutor to the economy in the 13-
county region that plans this program. This region produces more milk than any
other part  of  Ontar io,  and regionally as well  as nat ionally ,  our industry has long
suffered from a shortage of processing capacity that l imits new product
development,  restr icts market growth and leads to increasingly unpopular food
waste when weather,  equipment fa i lures,  and hol idays disrupt markets .  We
salute both the united determinat ion of  processors and producers and the
much-needed government support  that is  addressing this cr i t ical  issue through
a combinat ion of  pr ivate and publ ic funding from a var iety of  programs.

The $333 mil l ion Dairy Innovat ion and Investment Fund ($127 mil l ion for
Ontar io) ,  announced in November 2023,  has been ful ly al located.  While detai ls
remain conf ident ial ,  funded projects are in act ive development and
implementat ion.  Ontar io dair ies also received $21 .5 mil l ion from the Supply
Management Processing Investment Fund (SMPIF) ,  and several  of  the
processors that part ic ipated have donated product for  our enjoyment this year .   

We salute Sheldon Creek Dairy  for  an SMPIF supported expansion that has
added new cultured beverages l ike fruit  smoothies and kefir  to their  product
l ine.  By making their  plant accessible for  co-packing,  they provide opportunity
for other entrepreneurs to explore possibi l i t ies without invest ing in hardware.
Their  focus on whole unhomogenized milk,  A2 and artisan flavoured milk
sourced from their  own farm is  contr ibut ing to market growth and bui lding a
posit ive image for al l  dairy producers and products .  Their  expansion has led to
a wide var iety of  new cultured products that we are sampling today.  

Large processors are cr i t ical  to our future,  and we are grateful  that
mult inat ional  Lactalis ,  number 1  in gross sales in the world and number 3 in
Canada,  cont inues to invest here.  They are adding new processing capacity at
their  Ingleside cheese plant with support  from SMPIF.  We thank them for their
donat ion of  a new product,  Lactantia 1% chocolate milk  for  our symposium.
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While coffee is  not a dairy beverage,  making i t  white is  a mult imil l ion dollar
undertaking and ensuring that happens with real  dairy is  important to us.  We
thank Farm Credit  Canada for sponsoring our coffee and we thank Kawartha
Dairy for  providing coffee cream for our event .  With both their  head off ice and
several  outlets and numerous retai lers in cottage country,  the Kawartha brand
makes memories from cottage l i fe and bui lds loyal  dairy cl ientele with their
high-qual i ty ice cream and other products .

We featured them just  two years ago for their  health focus,  and now we
welcome back Modhani 2% Yogurt with Turmeric and Fruit  as we celebrate the
new processing capacity provided by their  new plant in Ti l lsonburg.  Complet ion
of the plant last  July,  supported with SMPIF funding,  increases Modhani ’s
processing capacity by 400% and al lows them to expand into new grocery
markets .  

When an Ontar io dairy farmer is  a panel ist  on our program and he is  also a
processor,  i t  makes sense to make that part  of  the conversat ion.  Korb Whale
owns and manages Clovermead Holsteins,  a modern 160 cow freestal l  dairy
with a digester ,  as well  as Mapleton’s Organic Dairy  featur ing organic ice
cream and fluid milk  made from the 70 organic cows housed in their  compost
pack barn open to vis i tors .   Mapleton’s includes on-farm retai l ,  as well  as agri-
tourism, barn tours and farm adventure experiences .  Personal  connections
with consumers made at  dair ies l ike Mapleton’s play an important role in
educat ing our cl ients about sustainabi l i ty ,  animal care,  and al l  that dairy has to
offer .  As a contr ibut ion to “dessert  for  you” ,  DeDell  Seeds ,  who offer high sugar
si lage var iet ies they cal l  “dessert  for  cows” are cost shar ing in the ice cream
donation,  and we thank them for this  addit ional  sponsorship.  

Cheese processing is  a key area where we can benefit  f rom expanded capacity
to accommodate growth,  new product development and f lexibi l i ty .  Three
companies with expansion projects benefitt ing from the SMPIF program have
donated cheese products for  us to sample and we appreciate the conf idence
they have shown by invest ing in new capacity .  The Borgo brothers,  Wil l iam,
Albert  and Joseph,  are the fourth generat ion of  a cheese making tradit ion that
started in the Asiago region of I taly .  Their  father Almerigo moved the family to
Ontar io in the 1950’s and today Quality Cheese  is  a thr iv ing family business 
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market ing I tal ian cheeses under the Bella Cassara  and Albert’s  Leap  labels .

Founded by Joe Galat i  in 1988,  Galati  Cheese  is  also a family run cheese
business with I tal ian roots .  They are growing with new investment in processing
capacity at  their  Windsor plant and retai l  store.  This is  their  f i rst  t ime
part ic ipat ing in our symposium and we welcome the opportunity to sample
some of their  “ locally produced cheeses” .  

Our third cheese sponsor is  Arla Foods Canada .  The well-known and highly
regarded Arla Foods company based in Denmark and Sweden has been part  of
the processing scene in Ontar io s ince 1961.  I t ’s  great to see their  growing
commitment to manufactur ing here with Canadian milk and the blue cow logo
on al l  their  Canadian-made products .  

On the subject of  cheese,  your Dairy Symposium team wants to thank our
speakers with a gift ,  and we choose to give dairy .  The eight cheese baskets
used as speaker gifts  and for the early bird draw are sponsored by Scotiabank
and are provided by specialty retai l  cheese shops in the region l isted by name
and locat ion below. The interest in specialty cheese products these retai lers
create is  a big factor in the growing market for  these high value products .  As
dairy farmers who take pride in our industry,  we need to “give dairy” as gifts
at every opportunity.  

Vodkow ,  d ist i l led in Almonte,  Ontar io is  the only “Canadian” dairy based
product in our l iquor stores,  and is  a unique phenomenon for our industry .
Vodkow is dist i l led from milk permeate,  a low value by-product that would
otherwise go into animal feed.  With Vodkow as the base,  this  company also
makes a wide var iety of  excellent qual i ty Vodkow Cream Liqueurs  using al l
Canadian cream.

Final ly ,  we want to remind you that our farms produce other foods in addit ion
to dairy products .  This year we are once again serving veal  on a bun to
acknowledge the local  veal  producers who we rely on to market bull  calves and
surplus heifer  calves as premium qual i ty veal  products .  Our veal  purchase for
lunch was suppl ied and subsidized by Highland Packers ,  a  local  family-owned
meat processor in Stoney Creek,  and we thank them for their  contr ibut ion.  
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I t  is  our hope that these products and the information presented about them
wil l  increase awareness and st imulate interest among producers in the  
market ing s ide of the industry .  We salute these products and the companies
behind them as opportunit ies to expand markets,  add value and strengthen the
industry .  

We also acknowledge the important role of  government in providing funding to
st imulate the expansion in processing capacity that is  taking place.  Producers
and processors,  working and lobbying together,  along with f inancial  support
from our governments,  are reshaping our supply chain in a way that wil l  reduce
waste,  improve sustainabi l i ty and encourage growth,  ensuring a healthy future
for the dairy sector .  

Jack Rodenburg,  on behalf  of  the Planning Committee
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Thank You to Farm Credit Canada for sponsoring our coffee . . . . . . 
and to Kawartha Dairy for their 10% and 18% coffee cream. 

Already well-known for their  easi ly digested non-homogenized A2 milk,  their
expanded processing capacity has added a wide range of del ic ious new cultured
products l ike kef ir  and yogurt  smoothies in a great var iety of  f lavours .  Their  l ine of
f lavoured milk wil l  keep you engaged with new flavours l ike Apple Pie,  Crème
Brûlée,  Pina Colada and S’mores.  Hats off  to Sheldon Creek for making dairy so
much more interest ing!  

MORE ON OUR 2024 FOOD FROM OUR FARMS CONTRIBUTORS
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4300 Concession Rd 5,  Loretto,  Ontario,  (705)  434-0404
Monday-Sunday 10:00 a .m.  -  6 :00 p.m.

Thank you for the new 1%
chocolate milk donated for us to
sample .  .  .  .  and thank you to
this mult inat ional  processor for
their  big commitment to
Canadian dairy,  with new
processing capacity and blue
cow labell ing.  
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New investment in a processing plant in
Ti l lsonburg is  expanding markets for  this
company’s healthy 2% Greek Style Fruit
Bottom Yogurt  with Turmeric which we are 

sampling at  the symposium. Health benefits  of  Turmeric include reduced r isk of
cancer,  reduced inf lammation and arthr i t is  pain,  lower cholesterol  and reduced
risk of  heart  disease,  easier  weight management and control  of  diabetes,  improved
mental  health and reduced r isk of  dementia .  

Modhani  also makes a var iety of  ethnic dairy products l ike Dahi ,  Makhani  and Ghee.

THE 40TH ANNUAL SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO DAIRY SYMPOSIUM

8648 Well ington Road 7,  Moorefield,  Ontario,  (519)  638-1115
Visit  the store,  the barns and the adventure area!

Mapleton’s Organic ice cream is sold in
specialty stores as well  as on the farm, where
memories are made with agr i-tour ism
adventures that connect us with consumers.   
Unique ice cream flavours l ike Dandel ion,
Cappuccino,  Ginger,  Raspberry and Chai  make
Mapleton’s ice cream a very special  treat .

The Mapleton’s ice cream served here as
dessert  for  us is  co-sponsored by DeDell  Seeds,
who make “Dessert”  corn s i lage hybrid for your
cows.
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THANK YOU TO THESE CHEESE COMPANIES FOR INVESTING IN
NEW PROCESSING CAPACITY AND FOR THE CHEESES WE ARE

SAMPLING TODAY.

111 Jevlan Drive,  Vaughan,  Ontario,  (905)  265-9991
Monday-Saturday 8:30 a .m.  -5 :00 p.m.  |  info@qual i tycheese.com

932 Tecumseh Road West,  Windsor,  Ontario (519)  973-7510
Monday-Fr iday 9:00 a .m.  -  12 :00 p.m.  |  sales@galat icheese.com

MR. GALATI,  OUR MASTER CHEESE MAKER

#SWODS2025            



VODKOW is a dist i l lery located in
Almonte,  Ontar io .  We make an
award winning tr iple dist i l led
vodka by repurposing unused milk
sugars from the dairy process.  
Our carbon neutral  vodka is  used
to power a l ine of  " lactose free"
cream l iquors in the fol lowing
flavours :  coffee,  maple,  chocolate,
classic cream, eggnog, London fog,  
mango sunrise,  key l ime and strawberry social .  Less sugar,
Canadian cream and better ingredients for  a better tast ing product
than other cream l iquors .

Thank you to Highland Packers for  their  support  in providing part ial  sponsorship
for the veal  on a bun served at  the Dairy Symposium. This family business
started by the DeJonge family in 1958 includes meat packing,  as well  as retai l .  I t
has a strong focus on local  foods including the freshest meats and del i  i tems,
cheese and other dairy products and fruits ,  vegetables and baked goods.
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Two Girls and a Cheese Shop
20 Brock Street West,  Ti l lsonburg
519-688-2228 

The Cheesy Cow
525 Dundas Street ,  Woodstock

519-900-8692

The Wine Cellar and Cheese Shop
188 Thames Street S . ,  Ingersoll
519-425-4999

Village Cheese Mill
33744 Plank Line,  Salford

519-485-0600

Devizes Cheese Factory Outlet
23498 Highbury Avenue,  Denfield
519-225-2646

The Milky Whey Fine Cheese Shop
18 Ontar io Street ,  Stratford

519-814-9439

The Tipperary Bog Cheese Shop 
84 Charing Cross Street ,  Brantford
519-771-9174

La Fromagerie
209 Lexington Road,  Waterloo

519-897-6994

East Hamilton Cheese Company
205 Ottawa Street North,  Hamilton
905-920-2314

CHEESE BASKET SPONSOR

This year Scot iabank has purchased our gift
baskets from these selected specialty
cheese shops located throughout the region.
The stores l isted below are ambassadors for
gourmet art isan cheeses that are growing
high value markets for  our industry .

Encouraging dairy farmers and agribusiness to take pride in
their products and give the gift  of dairy!

THE 40TH ANNUAL SOUTH WESTERN ONTARIO DAIRY SYMPOSIUM



JOIN US IN 
FEBRUARY 2026

FOR OUR
41ST

ANNIVERSARY
EDITION!

Thank you for attending!

Follow us @SWODSdairy
and www.dairysymposium.ca


